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Special Activities Set For EUFMC 2026 
 

The Crashers— back by popular request— will close out the 73rd annual conference 
 
 

An EUFMC tradition, a number of Special Ac9vi9es will take 
place throughout the 2026 conference. Headlining the closing night, 
The Crashers will bring their trademark high-energy live music to 
EUFMC, courtesy of Freightliner, Leadership Sponsor. The Louisville, 
Kentucky-based musicians, a regular favorite, are back again by 
popular request. 

 
EUFMC offers ac9vi9es for aLendees and their families. Check the Special Ac9vi9es page for 
details on the following events: 
 

•  Evening Ghost Tour for EUFMC Attendees and Families: Join a spooky lantern-
lit tour of Colonial Williamsburg’s storied streets. 

•  Colonial Williamsburg Walking Tour: Learn about Colonial Williamsburg’s 
restored and reconstructed sites.  

• Spouse Reception: Enjoy refreshments, prize drawings, and great company at 
the “Page Turners” book-themed reception. 

• Spouse & Retiree Golf Clinic: Bring your best game to a golf clinic hosted by 
the professionals of The Golden Horseshoe Golf Course. 

• Tour of Historic Yorktown: Celebrate America’s 250th by spending the day at 
the site of the American Revolution’s final battle, including a Steamer Wagon 
tour of the Battlefields, a Yorktown Museum tour, and a Fife Performance, 
followed by lunch. 

• Sunrise Guided Run / Walk: Join walking and running groups through the 
Colonial Williamsburg Historic Area. 

•  Yoga Class for EUFMC Spouses: Stretch at an all-levels yoga class hosted by The 
Spa of Colonial Williamsburg. 

•  Spa and Service Break for EUFMC Spouses: Relax during sound bath meditation 
and short spa services, or take part in an optional service project assembling 
blankets for a local animal shelter and writing cards to veterans at the 
Hampton VA hospital. 

 
 

http://www.eufmc.com


Learn More

Copper where it counts™ 

615-377-4200
powergrid@copperweld.com
copperweld.com/powergrid

Reduced Theft Incentives
Low street value makes CCS 
unattractive to copper thieves

Superior Strength
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copper conductors

Reliable Performance
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Anza Electric  
Cooperative  
Strengthens  

Wildfire Resilience  
with McWane Poles



Anza Electric Cooperative serves a rugged, mountainous region of Southern California near 

Palm Springs and San Diego. The rural electric co-op maintains 750 miles of line across 

roughly 500 square miles, providing power to approximately 5,000 members with a system 

of about 12,000 distribution poles. Operating in a high fire severity zone, the cooperative 

faced the challenge of maintaining reliable infrastructure that could withstand wildfire con-

ditions while reducing maintenance demands.

The Challenge

Anza faced multiple challenges in maintaining reliable service across its mountainous service 

area, particularly in high fire severity zones. One of the primary goals was to lessen outage 

times during wildfires, which can affect remote or hard-to-reach areas and leave 500 or 

more customers without power for extended periods. To reduce hazards, crews often shut 

off power during fires, patrolling lines before safely re-energizing the system. Minimizing 

outage duration while protecting both the public and crew safety was critical.

Historically, the cooperative relied on wood utility poles, but these structures presented 

significant limitations. Even when wood poles appeared sound, internal rot could compro-

mise their integrity, making them unpredictable. Fire events highlighted the risk: some poles 

remained standing while others fell across roads, creating additional hazards.

Annual inspections using visual assessments, hammer tests, and resistograph drilling re-

vealed an increasing number of rotting poles, influenced by varying soil conditions across 

the region. Even newer wood poles, installed within the last decade, showed early signs of 

deterioration. In some cases, soil samples were sent to labs to better understand contribut-

ing factors, though not all causes could be precisely identified. These uncertainties, coupled 

with liability concerns, underscored the need for a more resilient and reliable pole solution 

that could withstand wildfire conditions while reducing maintenance demands and outage 

risks. 

The Solution

Anza connected with McWane Poles at an industry conference and began evaluating ductile 

iron poles with a pilot installation of two poles in 2018. With guidance from the McWane 

team, crews quickly adapted to the new technology. Following successful testing, the co-

operative expanded the program and now maintains 500–600 ductile iron poles across its 

system, with additional poles regularly ordered for new projects.
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Why McWane Poles

Ductile iron poles offer several advantages that make them well-suited to Anza Electric’s system:

•	 Wildfire Resilience: Unlike wood, ductile iron poles do not burn or deteriorate, helping infrastructure 

remain standing during wildfire events. 

•	 Long-Term Durability: As engineered products, ductile iron poles provide consistent strength and 

predictable performance, eliminating the natural variability of wood poles. 

•	 Faster Installation: Standardized drill patterns allow poles to arrive pre-drilled for crossarms, trans-

formers, and communications equipment. Tasks that once took crews up to two hours to complete 

on a wood pole can now be finished in a fraction of the time.  

•	 Installation Precision: Alignment markings on the poles enable crews to position hardware quickly 

and accurately. 

•	 Aesthetics and Availability: The poles blend naturally into the mountainous landscape and are sup-

plied from a regional manufacturing location, ensuring reliable lead times. 

1-877-SELLICK (735-5425)
sales@sellickequipment.com

Whether you need to deliver a skid of blocks to a  

jobsite or move a 16,000 lb. load of steel, Sellick  

has the forklift that is right for you. We have  

been engineering and manufacturing rough  

terrain forklifts for over 50 years and our  

nationwide dealer network offers superior support for 

all your parts and service requirements.  Call toll-free or 

e-mail us today for all your material handling needs.

Lift, Load and  
deLiver with SeLLick!

Lift, Load and  
deLiver with SeLLick!

http://www.sellickequipment.com


http://www.udevices.com
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“I’m really impressed by the ease of instal-

lation and the amount of time it saves. I 

remember how much time was spent simply 

framing wood poles when I was on the crew 

long ago. Now when the crew frames the duc-

tile iron poles, it takes them a quarter of the 

time. It is incredibly easy, and incredibly fast.”

Sandy King, Engineering Manager

Anza Electric Co-Op

Operational Benefits

Ductile iron poles have also enhanced op-

erations in several key areas:

•	 Simplified Inspections: Because ductile 

iron poles do not rot, intrusive testing 

is no longer required to assess internal 

structural integrity. 

•	 Better Inventory Management: Engi-

http://www.coolshirt.com
http://www.stakmax.com


http://www.coolshirt.com
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neered poles are uniform in size and weight, improving accuracy in tracking and accounting. 

•	 Predictable Logistics: Known weights and specifications help crews plan installations in remote 

areas where materials may need to be carried by hand.

Proven Performance

The resilience of ductile iron poles has been demonstrated under real-world conditions. During a 

wildfire that affected part of Anza’s service area, approximately 35 wood poles were lost, while nearby 

ductile iron poles remained standing, supporting fallen wood poles and keeping roadways clear. The 

poles have also withstood vehicle impacts, maintaining line integrity and preventing outages.

Long-Term Value

Although ductile iron poles require a higher initial investment than wood, the cooperative has found 

the long-term economics compelling. Reduced installation time, minimal maintenance, longer service 

life, and lower wildfire liability risk contribute to significant long-term savings.

“While the upfront cost is higher, we see immediate savings through reduced labor resulting from more 

efficient installations. Over time, their long service life more than pays for the initial investment. By moving 

to ductile iron, we have avoided the costs associated with damage that occurs from natural wood degrada-

https://www.maddoxtransformer.com/
http://www.sunbeltsolomon.com


https://www.maddoxtransformer.com/


14	 TUS Magazine • April 2026

tion and woodpeckers. And in a wildfire scenario, 

the value is immediate. There’s much less risk of 

pole failure, which helps us avoid costly cascading 

situations.”

Sandy King, Engineering Manager

Anza Electric Co-Op

A Strong Partnership

From the first pilot installation to ongoing sys-

tem upgrades, McWane Poles has collaborated 

closely with Anza to provide technical guidance 

and support. The cooperative continues to 

expand its use of ductile iron poles as part of 

its long-term infrastructure strategy, benefiting 

from faster installation, improved operational 

efficiency, and enhanced wildfire resilience.

www.mcwanepoles.com    •

1(309) 755-8771 
sales@nixalite.com 
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 Wall & Roof Vent 
Guards, Screens 

and Barriers

Contact Nixalite® for your FREE Product Catalog or go to nixalite.com 

75 Years of Effective Bird & Animal Control
NIXALITE®

http://www.nixalite.com
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MAX USA Corp. Introduces RB613T 
World’s First #9 x #10 Rebar Tying Tool

Engineered to tie larger rebar combinations while delivering unmatched strength and speed on every job site.

MAX USA Corp., a leading manufacturer of high-end industrial tools and accessories, proudly announc-
es the launch the new RB613T—a high-performance rebar tying tool designed to deliver faster tying 
speed and maximum tying power engineered to secure larger rebar combinations with unmatched 
strength.

Built for productivity and durability, the RB613T is engineered to help contractors tie faster and work 
more efficiently without compromising strength or consistency. Featuring a larger jaw size designed to 
accommodate large rebar combinations tying up to #9 x #10 rebar. Combining advanced tying technol-
ogy with enhanced power, the RB613T ensures secure, uniform ties even in heavy-duty rebar applica-
tions. 

Key Benefits:



http://www.conduitrepair.ccom
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•	 MAXIMIZE REBAR TYING – Features a larger jaw capacity than most battery-powered rebar tying tools 
for greater versatility on the jobsite. Ties up to #9 x #10 rebar.

•	 NEW FASTER TYING – The RB613T tying speed was reduced to approx. ½ second. Approximately 15% 
faster than the RB611T.

•	 NEW LOAD ASSIST MECHANISM – New wire loading system automates wire loading for tool.
•	 NEW EASY PULL TRIGGER – Reduced trigger effort is required, improving operational ergonomics.
•	 BUILT TO LAST – The TWINTIER is built to last with durability that you can count on time and time 

again from MAX.
•	 COST SAVINGS – The TWINTIER’s Wire Pull-Back Mechanism dispenses the precise amount of wire 

needed to form a tie, reducing wire usage.
Combining rapid tying performance with controlled, reliable power, the RB613T is purpose-built for 
today’s toughest jobsites focused on a multitude of applications ranging from Commercial Buildings, 
Foundations, Road and Bridge Construction, and Precast Plants. Its increased jaw capacity accommo-
dates rebar combinations up to #9 x #10, allowing crews to work efficiently on larger-scale projects.

The new RB613T is now available for purchase at your local MAX dealer in North America, offering con-
struction professionals increased speed and comfort without compromising the rugged durability MAX 
is known for.

For more information visit: www.maxusacorp.com/rebar_tying_tools/products/rb613t/    •

1(309) 755-8771 
sales@nixalite.com 
nixalite.com1025 16th Ave, East Moline, IL 61244 

Nixalite® of America Inc

All American, All 
Stainless Steel 

Bird Spikes

Architectural Bird 
Exclusion Netting 

and Hardware
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 Wall & Roof Vent 
Guards, Screens 

and Barriers
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Company Name: Rome Plow Company 

Headquarters: Cedartown, Georgia, USA 

Founded: 1932 

Industry: Agricultural and Industrial Equipment Manufacturing

Overview

Rome Plow Company, commonly known as Rome Plows, is a leading manufacturer of heavy-duty tillage 

and land-clearing equipment. Since its founding in 1932, the company has specialized in producing 

some of the most durable and powerful plows in the world. Best known for their rugged disc plows, 

Rome Plows are widely used across agriculture, forestry, construction, and military applications, earn-

ing the reputation as “The World’s Largest Independent Manufacturer of Tillage Equipment.”

History

Rome Plow was established in Cedartown, Georgia, during the early 20th century, initially serving the 

needs of farmers in the Southeastern United States. The company quickly grew into an internationally 

recognized brand by pioneering robust plows and earthmoving equipment capable of handling tough 

soil, dense vegetation, and large-scale land development projects.

During the Vietnam War, Rome Plows became especially notable when the U.S. military adopted their 

Company Profile: Company Profile: 
Rome PlowsRome Plows
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massive land-clearing plows, mounted on armored bulldozers, to cut through dense jungles. This ce-

mented the company’s reputation for producing some of the toughest land-clearing equipment in the 

world. 

Products and Services

Rome Plow designs and manufactures a wide range of heavy-duty equipment, including:

•	 Disc Plows & Harrows – Engineered for tough soil conditions and large-scale farming.

•	 Rome Tillage Equipment – Specialized implements for seedbed preparation and soil management.

•	 Forestry & Construction Plows – Heavy plows for land clearing, logging, and earthmoving.

•	 Military-Grade Plows – Adapted for defense and large-scale clearing operations.

•	 Replacement Parts & Service – Long-term support for equipment performance and durability.

 

Market & Customers

Rome Plows serves a global customer base in over 50 countries, supporting industries such as:

•	 Commercial Agriculture

•	 Forestry and Logging

•	 Construction and Infrastructure Development

•	 Military and Defense

•	 Land Reclamation and Environmental Management

Its customers range from small-scale farmers to large agricultural enterprises, logging companies, con-

struction firms, and government agencies.

 

Reputation & Strengths

•	 Durability: Equipment built to last decades under extreme conditions.

•	 Global Reach: Products shipped and supported worldwide.

•	 Legacy: Nearly a century of continuous innovation and reliability.

•	 Specialization: Focused expertise in tillage and land-clearing solutions.

Mission Statement

Rome Plow Company is dedicated to providing the most reliable and effective tillage and land-clearing 

equipment available, helping industries worldwide transform tough terrain into usable land with effi-

ciency and durability.

www.romeplow.com    •
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http://www.safeworker.com


Reduce Back & Reduce Back & 
Knee Injuries with Knee Injuries with 
the NEW Ergo the NEW Ergo 
Termination Tool.Termination Tool.

• Reduce LTA’s (Lost Time Accidents) 

• Proven to increase production 

• Proven safest/ most ergonomic way to 
terminate 

• Reduce strains/ sprains/ First Aids 

• Recommended by Ergonomic Specialists 

• 100% USA Made

(641)757-7204   www.linehandschoice.com

http://www.linehandschoice.com

