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Power Tool Institute promotes awareness of tested, listed OEM batteries

It’s no secret that lithium-ion batteries are great for power tools. They can be recharged hundreds of times with 

greater energy output compared to other rechargeables. This is, in part, how they have earned their reputation 

for stability and efficiency. However, not all lithium-ion batteries are the same. The Power Tool Institute (PTI) 

always recommends using only a lithium-ion battery made for that specific tool, by the tool’s manufacturer. There 

are simply too many unknowns about third-party batteries, some of which can create great danger.

Reputable original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) have their products listed with an independent certification 

lab such as UL or Canadian Standards Association (CSA) to evaluate products for compliance with internationally 

accepted safety standards. This listing process is mandatory for power tools used in work environments governed 

by OSHA. The introduction of a third-party battery to the tool system negates this effort to document perfor-

mance and safety compliance because cordless power tools and their batteries are tested as complete systems.

This total testing protocol — comprising a dedicated combination of tools, battery, and charger — helps ensure 

each component part communicates properly with the other in order to monitor and control critical functions. 

Not All  
Lithium-Ion Batteries  
Are Created Equal

https://www.powertoolinstitute.com/
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Only the tool manufacturer is able to obtain this “system” certification. Each manufacturer uses its own, propri-

etary control circuity, which is not available to third-party component suppliers.

Some knock-off batteries may be listed to a general battery safety standard, but many are not tested or listed to 

any safety standard at all. A lithium-ion battery that is not intentionally designed to work properly with a specific 

tool and charger system can result in poor performance and shorter life, damage to the tool and charger, or, even 

worse, a battery bursting that may cause a fire or explosion.

For these reasons, PTI and power tool manufacturers recommend that only OEM lithium-ion batteries be used.

For more information on safe use of lithium-ion batteries, visit https://www.powertoolinstitute.com/pti-pages/

battery-safety.asp    •

About PTI

With the vision to unify and educate others about power tools, since its founding in 1968, the Power Tool Institute (PTI) 

has established itself as the leading organization for building global understanding of power tools and for maintain-

ing high standards of safety in the industry. Its members, a list of whom can be found here, represent market-leading 

brands in the areas of portable and stationary power tools. PTI’s members are committed to improving the industry and 

to being the premier resource for power tool education. For more information, contact PTI 216-241-7333 or pti@power-

toolinstitute.com. On the Web: www.PowerToolInstitute.com and www.TakeChargeOfYourBattery.com. 

http://clickmetertracking.com/yalecordage
https://www.powertoolinstitute.com/pti-pages/battery-safety.asp
https://www.powertoolinstitute.com/pti-pages/battery-safety.asp
https://www.powertoolinstitute.com/pti-pages/mb-member-brand-profiles.asp
mailto:pti@powertoolinstitute.com
mailto:pti@powertoolinstitute.com
http://www.powertoolinstitute.com
http://www.takechargeofyourbattery.com
http://clickmetertracking.com/dorlen1
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•	 Beginning July 14, 2021, customers with active JDLinkä connectivity will no longer be required to renew their 
subscriptions. 

•	 Moving forward, customers will be able to activate any compatible machine in their fleet at no additional 
charge, unlocking access to valuable machine data.

•	 By increasing access to JDLink™ connectivity, John Deere is helping to streamline fleet management while also 
maximizing machine uptime, ensuring customers can focus on what’s most important, their business.

John Deere Now Offers JDLink™ 
Connectivity Service at No  
Additional Charge



John Deere is improving the ability for customers to maximize machine performance and uptime through updates 
to the JDLink™ platform. Starting July 14th, 2021, customers will no longer need to renew their JDLink™ connectiv-
ity service subscription and can enable their JDLink™ service on any compatible machine in their organization at 
no additional charge. Additionally, once customers enable JDLink™ connectivity, they can select to automatically 
activate all future JDLink™ compatible models, further streamlining fleet management. With this update to the 
JDLink service offering, it is easier than ever before for customers to maximize machine productivity and minimize 
downtime.

https://www.deere.com/en/
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“John Deere has offered telematics for well over a decade and the boost in machine monitoring and machine 
uptime has been an overwhelming benefit to our customers, “said James Leibold, product marketing manager, 
connected solutions, John Deere. “With the next phase of our JDLink™ offering, we are making it easier for cus-
tomers to manage their fleets. Instead of needing to keep track of renewal dates by each machine, owners and 
fleet managers can look at monitoring their equipment holistically and can focus on what’s important – keep their 
job sites running.”
 
Available on most new models, John Deere’s JDLink™ telematics solution delivers valuable fleet insights directly 
into the hands of the machine owner or fleet manager. The JDLink™ service enables customers access to vital 
data, such as machine location and utilization, time in idle, fuel level, upcoming maintenance, machine alerts, and 
more, all from a web or mobile platform. Beyond machine monitoring, the JDLink™ solution also enables John 
Deere Connected Support, enabling the dealer to remotely identify critical issues and take action minimizing po-
tential downtime or by remotely sending software payloads to ensure the machine is running efficiently.
The updates to the JDLink™ offering will be available July 14th, 2021. To learn more about JDLink™ features as well 
as the full line of John Deere construction equipment, visit http://www.johndeere.com/ or contact a local dealer.  
The specific services, tools, and features available may vary depending on location and machines.  

About John Deere 
Deere & Company (www.JohnDeere.com) is a world leader in providing advanced products, technology and services for 
customers whose work is revolutionizing agriculture and construction — those who cultivate, harvest, transform, enrich 
and build upon the land to meet the world’s increasing need for food, fuel, shelter and infrastructure.

www.johndeere.com    •

Pipelayers Flat Bed TractorsPadding MachinesPumps Excavators Trenchers Dozers

For Rentals And Supplies Visit CrossCountryIS.com Or Call 1-855-955-CCIS (2247)

SUPPLIES INCLUDE:  Abrasive & Cutting Tools  >  Environmental  >  Safety Products  >  Valves, Fasteners & Fittings  >  Lifting & Rigging  >  Pigging Products  >  Pipe Testing Equipment  >  and Much More

EQUIPMENT RENTALS INCLUDE:

Your Source for Construction Equipment Rentals and Supplies

http://www.johndeere.com/
https://dealerlocator.deere.com/servlet/country=US?locale=en_US&productGroup=8
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2816634-1&h=178820819&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.johndeere.com%2F&a=www.JohnDeere.com
http://clickmetertracking.com/crosscountry
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US Skilled Trades Worker Shortage 
Worsening Amid Soaring Demand 

& Workforce Crisis

Job postings up 50% from pre-pandemic levels, 

according to analysis by PeopleReady Skilled Trades; 

industries ripe for those looking for career changes

You may have noticed construction projects are 

taking longer to complete these days and the time-

line for home repairs is getting stretched out even 

further. The primary reason? Skyrocketing demand 

and a worsening shortage of workers in the skilled 

trades where the need was already far outpacing 

the number of tradespeople available before the 

pandemic, according to a new analysis by Peo-

pleReady’s skilled trades division. 

According to the PeopleReady Skilled Trades anal-

ysis of millions of job postings, skilled trades were 

one of the few industries to experience growth 

nearly every month throughout the pandemic. 

However, the number of skilled tradespeople, 

already at a massive deficit, didn’t keep up. Amid 

an overall workforce shortage, the gap between de-

mand and supply for tradespeople is only growing 

wider. But it has created significant opportunities 

for anyone looking to make a career change.

“Whether you’re someone who left the skilled 

trades to pursue other work or are looking to get 

your start on a new career path in a booming in-

dustry, now is a great time to join the skilled trades. 



The jobs not only pay well and provide steady 

employment but can also offer the kind of flexibility 

workers are looking for right now,” said Jill Quinn, 

executive leader of PeopleReady Skilled Trades. 

“We are seeing explosive growth in the skilled 

trades industry right now. As businesses struggle 

to find skilled tradespeople amid current workforce 

challenges, more of them are turning to contingent 

workforces to help get the job done.”

According to the analysis comparing job posting 

growth since before the pandemic, some of the 

skilled jobs that have seen the most growth in-

clude:

•	 Concrete masons top the list with 904% growth 

in demand compared to pre-pandemic num-

bers. 

•	 Job postings for window glaziers soared 422%. 

•	 House painters saw a 329% increase. 

•	 Electricians have risen130%. 

•	 Plumbers are up 129%. 

•	 And carpenters are up 121%.

 

PeopleReady Skilled Trades notes that in addition 

to the need for skilled tradespeople, there are also 

plenty of helper or beginner positions available in 

nearly all of the trades for those looking to get their 

start in the skilled trades.    •
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DICA will showcase products for utility contractors from 
its Outrigger and Crane Pad, Ground Protection, Crib-
bing and Blocking, and Rigging product lines during The 
Utility Expo. The show will be held September 28-30, 
2021 in Louisville, KY. 

“DICA products help contractors get ready to get 
to work, and have long been a staple of equipment 
stocked on utility trucks,” said Kris Koberg, CEO of DICA.  

Among the company’s newest products, which will be 
featured at the show, are FiberTech Outrigger Pads, 
ProStack SlotLock Cribbing Blocks, and LiftGuard Sling 
Protectors.
 
DICA Outrigger Pads provide unbreakable strength, 
safe handling, and easy setup for use with aerial lifts, 
digger derricks and mobile cranes. FiberTech Outrigger 
Pads are an ideal solution when extra rigidity is needed 
and weight is a concern.
 
ProStack Cribbing Blocks are designed to provide 
height in situations where you need to crib up. Slot 
Lock Cribbing Blocks have a rated capacity of 100,000 
lbs., and are suitable for use with aerial devices, digger 
derricks, concrete pumpers and smaller cranes. 

LiftGuard Sling Protectors prevent damage to slings 
caused by contact with abrasive edges, corners, or 
protrusions from loads being lifted. They also keep the 
sling away from other significant contact points during 
lifting operations. 
 
These, and other DICA products will be in use at many 
OEM equipment displays, including Terex, Altec, Dur-A-
Lift, Elliott, Hiab, Manitowoc, QMC, Ring Power, Spira-
drill, and TIME/Versalift equipment. Visit DICA at booth 
N1331.

About DICA
DICA, Guthrie Center, Iowa, has been specializing in 
building a better outrigger pad since 1988. By creating 
engineered solutions for improving equipment stability 
and ergonomic safety, DICA is leading the way in product 
innovation for outrigger pads, crane pads and cribbing. 

DICA outrigger pads and crane pads are used in 50+ 
countries and on all 7 continents around the world in con-
struction, maintenance, electrical utility, oil and gas and 
tree care as well as local, state and federal government 
agencies. Learn more at www.dicausa.com.

www.dicausa.com    •

DICA Announces Plans for The Utility Expo  

http://clickmetertracking.com/nesco
http://www.dicausa.com/
http://www.dicausa.com/
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Parrot, Verizon, and Skyward Bring First 4G 
LTE Connected Drone to the US Market

First of its kind connected drone, Parrot ANAFI Ai is powered by Verizon 4G LTE and integrated with 

Skyward software to pave the way for near real-time data transfer, remote deployment, and Beyond 

Visual Line of Sight flight operations.

Today, Verizon, Parrot, and Skyward announced an exclusive partnership to bring the first out-of-the-

box 4G LTE connected drone solution to the United States. 

Parrot ANAFI Ai is the first and only off-the-shelf drone to connect to Verizon’s 4G LTE network. Verizon 

4G LTE connectivity is provided exclusively to Skyward subscribers at no additional cost. The Skyward 

Connected Drone Solution gives enterprises one complete experience for planning, flying, data transfer 

and processing data. 

 

Parrot ANAFI Ai is a compact professional drone, built for work, setting a new communications stan-

dard, open to developers, with a full open source app, autonomous 1 click photogrammetry and new 

levels of cybersecurity. The Skyward Connected Drone Solution with Parrot’s ANAFI Ai is making com-

plex missions for photogrammetry, mapping, modeling in construction, infrastructure, inspection & 

surveying, public safety and enterprise use simpler, safer and quicker. In addition to its Verizon 4G LTE 



http://clickmetertracking.com/conduitrepair


18	 NCP Magazine • July 2021

connectivity, it features a uniquely designed omni-directional obstacle avoidance system, 48 MP imag-

ing accuracy, 4K 60fps smooth videos, and up to 32 minutes of flight time in an airframe that weighs 

less than 2 pounds. 

 

Parrot ANAFI Ai’s embedded Secure Element secures the 4G LTE link between the drone and the user’s 

device. Parrot’s implemented streaming software is adapted to the 4G situation to quickly optimize the 

definition and frame rate to the network quality.

Parrot ANAFI Ai pilots can subscribe to a paid account or a free trial of the Skyward Connected Drone 

Solution to:  

•	 Plan with Skyward’s airspace map and fleet management tools 

•	 Obtain fast, automated access to controlled airspace from the Federal Aviation Administration with 

LAANC 

•	 Fly over Verizon 4G LTE with the Skyward InFlight mobile app 

•	 Process with Skyward Mapping & Modeling, powered by Pix4D 

•	 Transfer data during flight over 4G LTE 

Users can activate 4G LTE connectivity in just a few taps exclusively in the Skyward InFlight mobile app. 

Today, as a Skyward customer, the cost of the ANAFI Ai’s connectivity is included with a Skyward sub-

scription — no wireless bills, hidden fees, complicated activation, or store visits are necessary. It’s one 

more piece of a complete drone program management solution. 

Once activated through Skyward, Verizon 4G LTE connectivity provides a seamless backup connection 

to the flight controller in case of interference or interruption. It paves the way for near real-time data 

transfer, remote deployment, and Beyond Visual Line of Sight flight operations — which are allowed 

today with a waiver from the FAA. 

“Enterprise drone programs are pushing the limits of technology available today and advanced oper-

ators are ready for a connected, trusted, and capable drone to take their drone programs to the next 

level,” said Mariah Scott, Head of Verizon Robotics Business Technology. “Parrot ANAFI Ai connected to 

Verizon 4G LTE marks an industry milestone toward distributed, remote, persistent operations that lets 

users fly to anywhere from anywhere with near real-time data transfer.”

 

“Cellular connectivity is the new communications standard for the professional drone industry and 

Parrot ANAFI Ai seeks to set new standards for drones at work” said Henri Seydoux, Founder and CEO 



http://clickmetertracking.com/terex


20	 NCP Magazine • July 2021800-358-7673                www.bucrope.com

of Parrot.  “We designed ANAFI Ai’s 4G LTE connec-

tivity, which enables precise, robust and secure 

control at any distance with a 4G LTE connection 

that avoids obstacles. Advanced artificial intelli-

gence, autonomous flights, best-in-class imaging, 

photogrammetry accuracy and reliable 4G LTE 

connectivity on the Verizon network, put powerful 

new tools in the hands of professionals like never 

before and we truly believe it is a game changer 

for the professional drone industry.” 

The Skyward Connected Drone Solution with Par-

rot ANAFI Ai on Verizon 4G LTE will be available in 

the second half of 2021 through Skyward. To learn 

more, visit  www.skyward.io/parrot-anafi-ai.

For more information on Parrot ANAFI Ai, visit: 

www.parrot.com/us/drones/anafi-ai    •

http://clickmetertracking.com/bucrope1
http://clickmetertracking.com/asi
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Logan Fitzgerald directly at 

801.304.5562 or  
loganf@xinsurance.comXINSURANCE is powered by Evolution Insurance 

Brokers, LC (“EIB”), an excess and surplus lines 
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Construction Industry

With XINSURANCE, You Get…

>  All-In-One Approach

>  Agent Friendly
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>  Exclusions/Gaps in 
    Current Coverage & More
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