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The variability in netting system quality and design illustrates the critical role of third-party experts 
when selecting fall protection and debris control systems for construction projects

Construction managers, general contractors and building owners are certainly familiar with safety net-
ting systems and the reasons to install them, which include protecting workers and debris from falling 
from structures, as well as façade and ceiling containment.  They also believe these passive systems 
create and maintain a safe work environment.

However, when it comes to specifying the appropriate solution for a construction project, many see 
netting systems as, well, pretty much all the same.  

Avoiding Costly, and Potentially Deadly, 
Shortcuts in Netting System Selection
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In reality, this could not be further from the truth, 
given the broad variability in the quality and con-
struction of nets, suitability for the stated safety 
purpose, quality of testing, and other factors that 
impact the ability to meet a broad range of na-
tional and state fall protection and debris control 
standards.  

While this list is extensive, it only serves to under-
score the fact that netting system selection should 
squarely rest in the domain of experts and engi-
neers, and not viewed as a mere commodity item.  
As such, contractors and building owners often 
rely on third parties with a wealth of netting-spe-
cific knowledge and expertise when devising 
safety plans or designing and installing rented or 
purchased nets, and systems.

“You can’t just put a netting system together that 
you feel is going to work, only to realize at the end 
of the day it was not sufficient for the purpose,” 
says Harry Weidmyer of Construction Safety 
Service and Solutions.  “You are taking something 
that is a vital part of safety on a project and so 

you can’t take shortcuts and 
put up netting that seems 
easier, or maybe requires a 
little less labor.”

There are other reasons 
that well manufactured and 
designed netting system also 
makes good business sense 
beyond the safety aspect.  It 
can also reduce insurance 
costs, improve safety ratings, 
speed productivity, boost 
worker morale and create a 
positive public image.

No Shortcuts
As vice president of risk 
management at a major con-

struction firm in New York for 20 years and now 
president of his own company, Weidmyer has 
witnessed the variability in netting system installa-
tion first-hand.

Given his company’s focus on risk assessment and 
loss control, Weidmyer has had the opportunity to 
work with contractors in New York, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, and Florida to review their insurances 
and to monitor their safety program and proto-
cols.  

Outside of New York City, which is known for the 
some of the most stringent netting system codes 
in the country, Weidmyer says, “I’ve seen netting 
system installed by contractors that I feel slice 
it thin in terms of protection.  For example, they 
install a debris net that serves only the minor pur-
pose of catching light debris, but if somebody fell 
into it, it is not going to support them.”

Weidmyer says that in New York City, the nets 
specified and installed are often expected to serve 
double duty of catching heavy debris as well as 
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providing personnel fall protection.  The codes 
even require paperwork that verifies the integrity 
of the manufacture of the net itself.

OSHA Guidelines Subpart M and Article 19 of the 
NYC Building Code require specific safety systems 
on a construction site. To meet the guidelines, 
contractors must submit a site safety plan to the 
city.  

For high rise buildings 15 stories or more, netting 
is typically mandated in the safety plans from the 
6th floor up.  Nets are the primary passive fall 
arrest system option on the market and usually 
the most cost effective.  They provide not only fall 
protection and the separation of trades, but also 
protection of workers and the public, in addition 
to other property below from falling debris.  

In addition, netting can be used for other purpos-
es including as a scaffold and barrier netting and 
for façade containment, to protect the public from 
falling debris from deteriorating buildings until 
permanent repairs can be undertaken. 
For the past 35 years, Weidmyer says he has 
relied on Pucuda – Leading Edge for the netting 
system designs in his safety proposals.  Pucuda – 
Leading Edge designs the system and can submits 
the relevant paperwork and follows through until 
it is authorized by the Department of Buildings, if 
needed. 

Pucuda – Leading Edge is one of the few netting 
system manufacturers that produces nets in the 
United States and that has a history of innovation 
in product design.  The company was founded 27 
years ago by hands-on netting expert John Rex-
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road, President, Founder and CEO of the compa-
ny.  

Weidmyer says the company is basically a one-
stop-shop and he also turns to them for the nets 
as well, all of which conform to all ANSI, OSHA, 
Army Corps of Engineers, and ASTM standards.  

“John is a phenomenal net system designer and so 
is his team,” says Weidmyer.  “I have recommend-
ed him to quite a few contractors in New York City 
because I know his systems are designed properly 
and there is no second thought or concern about 
them working properly.”

Cape Canaveral Launch Towers
Pucuda is also involved in a unique project at the 
Kennedy Space Center at the Air Force station at 
Cape Canaveral, supplying netting systems for a 
structural steel project to construct a launch tow-
er and a lightning strike tower.  

“On a portion of this particular project, we are 
building two towers and the primary function of 
the netting is to catch debris,” explains Alan Bukis 
of S&R Enterprises, the on-site project manager 
for the structural steel construction company.  
“So, if somebody is working up on level 400 and 
accidentally drops something, the debris netting 
will catch it before it goes to the ground and po-
tentially hurts somebody.”

In addition, the nets are technically rated for fall 
protection even though it is not the intended use.  
In addition to the netting, workers are expected to 
tie off using a fully body harness whenever they 
are six feet above the floor.
These towers represent protection for the first 
new build of a Launch Pad in several decades. 
Therefore, it was important for S&R to interview 
several netting manufactures.

“Overall, [Pucuda – Leading Edge] had the best 

presentation as far as we were concerned,” says 
Bukis.  “John Rexroad definitely knows the netting 
industry inside and out, and it was very evident in 
our initial discussions.”

One important aspect of the presentation was 
a review of samples of the netting, brought in 
by two of the three companies.  “By appearance 
alone, you could see there was a higher quality 
netting with Pucuda – Leading Edge,” says Bukis.  
“The other company brought a sample and it was 
a considerable difference.  

Quality in the manufacturing and materials of 
netting is a major factor in the selection process.  
Many nets supplied by U.S. based companies are 
imported from China or India where the manufac-
turing process is driven by supplying an inexpen-
sive product in mass quantities.

Even nets that appear adequate may have quality 
issues lurking under the surface that are not easi-
ly identifiable by the untrained eye.  One example 
is a deterioration condition caused when an over-
seas supplier manufactures a net with a linked 
polymer that begins to deteriorate almost im-
mediately.  The condition is referred to as “wooly 
bear” syndrome, due to its appearance.  This can 
dramatically affect the longevity and safety of the 
products.

Although in the construction industry nets are of-
ten rented for a project, S&R Enterprises decided 
to purchase the nets from Pucuda in anticipation 
of additional future projects.  For this reason, it 
was even more important the net and system was 
manufactured with the highest quality materials 
and with longevity in mind.

Bukis says there were installation challenges to 
overcome as well., as one of the towers was a 
sloping triangle that progressively narrowed as it 
went up.



http://www.nescorentals.com


12	 NCP Magazine • August 2020

“When our team was installing the nets, they had a ton of questions about installing the netting cor-
rectly,” says Bukis.  “So, we asked John to come to the site.”

“He is not afraid to come out and go up in a structure and actually look at the installation,” adds Bukis, 
noting that this was also during the COVID-19 pandemic.  “Just him being here and knowing that he’s 
the expert and him confirming that the installation was correct alleviated all their concerns. So, it was 
definitely beneficial that he was willing to come out and do that.”

With netting systems, the most well-designed and manufactured systems are those that go unnoticed 
and can be taken for granted.  It is only when someone, or something falls and causes damage or inju-
ry to people or property and it makes the evening news that netting systems take center stage.

With so much at stake, contractors and building owners would be well served to seek out expert advice 
from netting system experts to avoid installing defective products that fall below the safety standards.

“It all comes down to safety,” explains Bukis.  “If something or someone happens to fall, you are going 
to want the best nets available.  I feel much more comfortable with a higher quality product, because 
the goal is, we don’t ever want any of our people hurt.”    •
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•	  The 145-horsepower 200G Excavator reduces the amount of fuel burn without sacrificing power or 

productivity.  

•	 Adjustable power modes can be set by the operator based on the job, engaging the machine auto-

matically to change the engine and hydraulic pump settings. 

•	 This model boasts a faster swing speed due to efficiencies with the hydraulic system, increasing 

productivity in applications that require swing movements. 

•	 The 200G is compatible with a broad portfolio of bucket options, couplers and attachments, en-

abling it to meet the demands of several different applications.

New for 2020, John Deere introduces the 200G model to its excavator lineup. Designed to decrease the 

amount of fuel burn without sacrificing power or productivity, the 200G Excavator enables operators to 

quickly complete tough jobs while also lowering overall operation costs. Combined with John Deere’s 

broad bucket portfolio, coupler options and attachments, and accelerated swing speed, the 200G ma-

chine is ideal for many applications, including site development, roadbuilding, earthmoving and irriga-

tion work.

John Deere  
Expands Excavator  
Lineup With New 200G Model

https://www.deere.com/en/
https://www.deere.com/en/excavators/
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WE HAVE THE 
ROPE TO GET 

THE JOB DONE.

800-358-7673                www.bucrope.com

The 200G machine features a 145-horsepower 

(108 kW) Final Tier 4 John Deere PowerTech™ PSS 

4.5-liter engine. One of the most notable features 

on the 200G model is the low fuel burn: 11% less 

than the 210G. Adjustable power modes, including 

ECO and POWER settings, can be set by the oper-

ator based on the job, engaging the machine to 

automatically change engine rpm and hydraulic 

pump calibration. With fuel savings in mind, the 

ECO mode setting allows the machine to automat-

ically adjust to arrive at the best balance of fuel 

consumption and productivity.

“Many of our customers are balancing tight bud-

gets with the need for maximum power and 

productivity on the job,” said Jonny Spendlove, 

excavator product marketing manager, John Deere 

Construction & Forestry. “With the new 200G 

Excavator, we are giving our customers the best of 

both worlds. This machine is built with fuel saving 

at the forefront of its design, while also incorporat-

ing several productivity-boosting features to help 

operators efficiently complete jobs.”

The 200G boasts a faster swing speed due to 

efficiencies with the hydraulic system. As a result, 

productivity is increased in applications that re-

quire swing movements, such as truck loading and 

trenching operations. Additionally, this machine is 

compatible with a broad portfolio of bucket op-

tions, enabling it to meet the demands of several 

different applications. With options ranging from 

0.55 cubic yards to 1.34 cubic yards, the bucket 

design allows any operator to maximize produc-

tivity, regardless of the type of job. Additionally, 

customers can opt for a hydraulic coupler to quick-

ly change between attachments for even more 

versatility.

http://www.bucrope.com
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The design of the 200G machine focuses on 

increased uptime. The John Deere-exclusive 

double-sealed swing bearing system has en-

hanced internal grease retention, improving the 

machine’s overall reliability. This helps to reduce 

the risk of contamination by materials like dust 

and water. Additionally, reinforced arm-to-buck-

et joints maximize front-joint durability and 

reduce maintenance intervals for axial clearance 

adjustment. The tungsten carbide-coated ear 

flanges provide high-wear resistance and long 

service life, while steel bushings with grease 

groove channels increase resistance to abrasion 

and reduce pin wear.

Finally, similar to the rest of the G-Series Excava-

tor line, the 200G features ground-level service 

access. This design ensures most filters can be 

accessed from the ground, allowing periodic 

maintenance  to be completed with ease and 

reducing unwanted downtime.

To learn more about the 200G Excavator, as 

well as the entire John Deere excavator lineup, 

visit www.JohnDeere.com or contact your local 

dealer.

About John Deere 

Deere & Company (www.JohnDeere.com) is a world 

leader in providing advanced products, technology 

and services for customers whose work is revo-

lutionizing agriculture and construction — those 

who cultivate, harvest, transform, enrich and build 

upon the land to meet the world’s increasing need 

for food, fuel, shelter and infrastructure.

www.JohnDeere.com    •

http://www.krenzvent.com
http://www.deere.com/en_US/regional_home.page
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2816634-1&h=178820819&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.johndeere.com%2F&a=www.JohnDeere.com
http://www.deere.com/en_US/regional_home.page
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22319 Alabama Hwy.79 

Scottsboro, Al 35768 

800-358-7673 

www.bucrope.com 
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250 Wright Blvd. 

Stratford, ON, CN N4Z1H3 

866-489-3267 

www.cleanfix.org 

•	 Conduit Repair 

761 Enterprise Dr. # 1 

St. George, UT 84790 

800-670-1804 

www.conduitrepair.com 

•	 Greaves USA 

30 Industrial PK. 

Centerbrook,CT. 06409 

800-243-1130 

www.greaves-usa.com 

•	 Hogg Davis 

3800 Eagle Loop 

Odell, OR. 97031 

855-883-4909 

www.hoggdavis.com

•	 Manitex USA 

3000 S. Austin Av. 

Georgetown, TX. 78626 

877-314-3390 

www.manitex.com 

•	 M.B. Crushers 

8730 Technology Way 

Reno, NV. 89521 

855-MBCRUSH 

www.mbcrusher.com 

•	 Morooka USA 

11191 Air Park Rd. 

Ashland, VA. 23005 

www.morooka.com 

•	 Morbark 

8507 S. Winn RD. 

Winn, MI. 48896 

800-831-0042 

www.morbark.com 

•	 Ring Power 

9901 Ringhaven DR. 

Orlando, FL. 32824 

407-855-6195 

www.ringpower.com 

•	 Rome Plows 

475 N.6th. St.  

Cedartown, GA. 30125 

770-748-4450 

www.romeplow.com 

•	 Terex Utilities 

1901 -14th AV. N.W. 

Watertown, SD. 57201 

800-233-2972 

www.terex.com 

•	 U.T.V. INTERNATIONAL 

8850 Danley Rd. 

Quebec,CN. H4T1M4 

514-345-0990 

www.utvint.com 

•	 Yale Cordage 

77 Industrial Park Rd. 

Saco, ME. 04072 

207-282-3396 

www.yalecordage.com
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