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Commercial safety signs play a pivotal role in ensuring public safety and compliance within various indus-
tries. As businesses strive to create safe environments for employees and customers alike, the regulation of 
these signs becomes increasingly essential. This editorial explores the importance of regulating commercial 
safety signs, the challenges faced, and the potential benefits of stringent guidelines.

Importance of Regulation
Enhancing Safety
•	 Clear Communication: Well-regulated safety signs convey important information quickly and effectively.
•	 Risk Mitigation: Proper signage helps prevent accidents and injuries, reducing liability for businesses.
 
Standardization
•	 Consistency: Regulations ensure that safety signs maintain uniformity in design, language, and symbols 

across different industries.
•	 Recognition: Standardized signs are easily recognizable, fostering quicker recognition of hazards. 

Commercial Safety SignsCommercial Safety Signs
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Legal Compliance
•	 Adherence to Laws: Regulations help businesses comply with local, state, and federal safety laws, avoid-

ing fines and legal issues.
•	 Insurance Requirements: Many insurance policies mandate compliance with safety regulations, making 

proper signage essential for coverage.
 
Challenges in Regulation 
Diverse Industries
•	 Varied Needs: Different sectors (construction, healthcare, retail) have unique safety requirements, com-

plicating the creation of one-size-fits-all regulations.
•	 Evolving Standards: As industries innovate, keeping regulations updated poses a challenge.
 
Cost Implications
•	 Financial Burden: Small businesses may struggle to afford the costs associated with compliance, includ-

ing the purchase and installation of safety signs.
•	 Resource Allocation: Businesses must balance spending on signage with other operational costs.
 
Potential Benefits of Stricter Regulations 
Improved Public Safety
•	 Reduction in Accidents: Stricter regulations can lead to a decrease in workplace accidents and injuries.

http://www.americanslipmeter.com
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•	 Enhanced Awareness: With clear and consistent signage, the public becomes more aware of potential 
hazards.

 
Economic Advantages
•	 Lower Insurance Premiums: Businesses that comply with safety regulations may benefit from reduced 

insurance costs due to lower risk profiles.
•	 Increased Productivity: A safer work environment can lead to higher employee morale and productivity.
 
Conclusion
The regulation of commercial safety signs is crucial for fostering a safe and compliant business environ-
ment. While challenges exist, the potential benefits of improved safety standards and economic advantages 
are significant. Striking a balance between regulation and practicality will be key to ensuring that all busi-
nesses can comply while protecting their employees and customers effectively.

Call to Action
•	 Stakeholders: It is essential for industry stakeholders, including businesses, regulatory bodies, and  

safety organizations, to collaborate in developing effective regulations.
•	 Advocacy: Support for policies that enhance safety through clear and standardized signage should be a 

priority for all.
 
Let’s prioritize safety and ensure that our commercial environments are as safe as possible!    •

http://www.safeworker.com
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Roof maintenance is a critical aspect of home and building upkeep. It ensures the longevity of the roof and 
protects the structure from potential damages. However, roof maintenance can be hazardous if proper 
safety measures are not taken. This editorial discusses the importance of safety in roof maintenance and 
provides guidelines for safe practices.

Importance of Roof Maintenance Safety
•	 Preventing Accidents: Roof work often involves heights and unstable surfaces, increasing the risk of falls 

and injuries.
•	 Protecting Workers: Whether it’s homeowners or professional contractors, safety should be a top priori-

ty to prevent accidents.
•	 Enhancing Longevity: Safe maintenance practices not only protect individuals but also ensure that the 

roof remains in good condition for a longer time.

Roof Maintenance SafetyRoof Maintenance Safety
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Common Risks in Roof Maintenance
•	 Falls: The leading cause of injuries in roof work.
•	 Slips and Trips: Wet or uneven surfaces can lead to accidents.
•	 Electrical Hazards: Proximity to power lines can pose serious threats.
•	 Weather Conditions: Rain, snow, and wind can make roofs extremely dangerous.

Safety Guidelines for Roof Maintenance
1.	 Use Proper Safety Gear 

•	 Helmets: Protect against head injuries. 
•	 Non-slip Footwear: Provides better traction on the roof. 
•	 Harnesses: For securing oneself to prevent falls.

2.	 Inspect the Roof Before Work 
•	 Check for stability and any signs of damage. 
•	 Ensure that the roof is dry and clear of debris.



3.	 Use Ladders Safely 
•	 Ensure ladders are on stable ground. 
•	 Maintain three points of contact when climbing.

4.	 Plan for Weather Conditions 
•	 Avoid working in high winds, rain, or icy conditions. 
•	 Monitor weather forecasts before scheduling maintenance.

5.	 Work in Pairs  
•	 Having a partner can enhance safety and provide assistance in case of emergencies.

6.	 Follow Manufacturer Guidelines 
•	 Always adhere to the recommendations provided by roofing material manufacturers.

Conclusion
Roof maintenance is essential for the health of any building, but it should never compromise safety. By 
following the outlined safety guidelines, individuals can minimize risks and ensure that roof maintenance is 
conducted safely and effectively. Remember, safety first leads to a secure and well-maintained roof! 

Call to Action
•	 Stay Informed: Regularly update yourself on safety practices.
•	 Educate Others: Share safety tips with anyone involved in roof maintenance.
•	 Hire Professionals: When in doubt, consider hiring trained professionals for roof maintenance tasks.

http://www.ltbltech.com
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10 Easy Tips 10 Easy Tips 
to Increase to Increase 
Warehouse Warehouse 
SafetySafety

By Del Williams

An industry expert outlines some of the quickest, most cost-effective ways to 
improve warehouse safety without investing in all new rack

Insufficient safety measures in warehouse and distribution centers can have severe repercussions, including 
injuries, operational downtime, product losses, property damages, and potential legal actions. Of particular 
concern are accidents involving collisions between forklifts or other vehicles and employees or visitors.

Within busy operations, it is quite possible that a forklift or other vehicle will eventually run into the rack. 
While the rack may not require immediate replacement, storage capacity and product throughput may be 
compromised for some time. If overloaded, or loaded incorrectly, a rack can also collapse, spilling the inven-
tory to the ground. Employees and visitors must also be protected from vehicle traffic.

Fortunately, a well thought out rack safety program can prevent many accidents and reduce downtime, rack 
replacement, liability, and other costs. 

“As in life, prevention is the best cure. Rather than investing in all new racking, today it is easy to use a wide 
range of cost-effective safety products to protect warehouse workers, products, and property,” says Jim 
Augustyniak, a regional sales manager at Steel King Industries, a designer and manufacturer of warehouse 
storage racks, pallet racks and material handling/safety products since 1970.

To be effective, the ideal warehouse rack safety plan includes several key elements to minimize the risks of 
accidents and injuries. While the specific elements of a rack safety program will be unique to each facility 
and operation, most comprehensive programs include several commonalities. 
Augustyniak offers the following 10 Tips for improving safety, which can be implemented separately or to-
gether for even greater effectiveness:
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1) Clearly define and protect walkways 
and work areas around racking
Lines painted on the floor can be help-
ful in promoting separation of vehicles 
and pedestrians. However, when no 
physical barrier is provided, forklifts 
and other vehicles can cross over to 
the pedestrian side for reasons such 
as operator inattention/distraction or 
insufficient training.

A more comprehensive solution is to 
establish visual and physical barriers 
in the form of guardrails. 

“Steel guardrails can keep pedestri-
ans in defined walkways and vehicles 
along predetermined routes with 
protective barriers maintaining sepa-
ration,” says Augustyniak.

For heavy duty protection, three-
ribbed guardrail like Steel Guard is 
designed to withstand impacts from 
forklifts and other vehicles commonly 
operated in warehouses and distri-
bution centers. The guardrail can be 
installed with a single rail or a double 
rail that offers a 42-inch-high barrier.

An Armor Guard, a medium-duty 
guardrail, is an effective and cost-ef-
ficient solution for safeguarding 
workers from light shop traffic. This 
high-quality guardrail features two 
ribs and offers the flexibility to be in-
stalled at a single or triple rail height.

2) Protect equipment with guardrail and 
safety gates
Guardrails can be used to protect 
mezzanines/platforms, conveyor sys-
tems, machinery, mechanicals, electri-
cal panels, building features, and offic-
es situated amid material handling or 
manufacturing operations. 

“Lift-out/drop-in rails for guardrail 
systems can provide protection for 
equipment, while allowing easy access 
if required,” says Augustyniak.

He adds that when frequent access is 
needed, durable safety gates can be 
utilized. For greater flexibility of use, 
it is a good idea to use safety gates 
designed to accommodate an easy 
change in the swing direction of the 
gate. For added safety, sturdy steel 
springs should automatically close the 
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gate after use.

3) Protect rack from forklift damage in high traffic areas
Pallet rack rows can be protected from one of the 
most likely sources of damage – forklifts – with 
accessories like Guard Dawg. These guardrails are 
often installed at intersections and along high traffic 
routes to protect the rack that is most likely to be 
damaged, according to Augustyniak.

“The guardrail is designed to protect both the front 
and sides of a rack row in one installation,” says 
Augustyniak. The Guard Dawg sections are anchored 
to the floor, safeguarding the uprights and standard 
footplates of the racking.

4) Protect rack columns from structural damage 
When forklift operators load and unload product 
on racking, collisions with an upright can occur that 
compromise its structural integrity.

To protect against this scenario, safeguard the rack 
frame and posts with freestanding steel rack pro-
tectors. These mount on the floor in front of each 
upright, typically 12” or 18” high, and are specifically 
built to protect the most vulnerable part of a rack 
frame — the base plate and lower leg. 
“The protectors are much easier and faster to re-
place than an entire upright,” says Augustyniak.

5) Use Snap-on solid steel protectors to help deflect 
impact to the rack
Some of the most common areas of forklift impact 
occur to the rack face. Snap-on protectors can 
deflect and absorb some of the impact. The protec-
tors snap into place, attaching to the rack’s teardrop 
holes, and can be easily removed, reinstalled, or 
replaced as needed.

6) Rub rails to protect vulnerable surfaces in narrow 
aisles or high traffic areas
Rub rails are often installed to protect end-of-rack 
aisles, in-plant offices, and exposed equipment. The 
upright is protected in two ways. First, the rub rail 
helps distribute any impact forces to the rear col-
umn of the frame. Second, the rub rail prevents the 
column from twisting when hit. The rails easily bolt 
on and can be installed at multiple levels for more 
protection.

7) Protect warehouse inventory from falls and fires
Pallet load stop beams are designed to prevent 
pallets of product from being accidentally pushed 
off the back of a rack during loading or unloading, 
which can occur with certain loads if excessive force 
is used. 

By keeping pallets in the proper position with suffi-

http://www.oil-alert.com
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cient clearance, pallet load stop beams also facilitate 
better fire suppression from overhead sprinklers in 
the event of a warehouse fire. 

“Pallet safety stops create an acceptable opening 
between pallets, which provides sufficient space for 
water [from above-rack fire suppression sprinklers] to 
penetrate to the products stored in the racks. Without 
adequate spacing, there is inadequate fire suppres-
sion,” says Augustyniak. He notes that the pallet stop 
units bolt securely to rack uprights, enabling reposi-
tioning if the rack load changes.
8) Use load supports to secure non-standard load sizes

For non-standard load sizes, consider using load 
supports to help keep inventory from falling be-
tween the rack beams that support the product.

“For a more complete approach, you can use weld-
ed-wire rack decking or perforated metal decking to 
protect non-standard loads as well as small items 
that may come loose from a load,” says Augustyniak.

9) Keep loose products from falling off racks with barri-
ers or netting
Loose products can slide, overturn, or topple off a 
rack. This is especially dangerous where the rack is 

adjacent to walking aisles or work 
areas. 

To address this hazard, frame 
accessories such as flexible woven 
netting or steel mesh barriers can 
be attached to the rack system 
to prevent loads from falling and 
injuring those below.

10) Train employees to prevent acci-
dents and inspect racking
While the specifics will be unique 
to each operation, safety train-
ing should include instruction on 
routine rack inspection since some 
damage will occur over time.

Operators should look for any 
indication that rack has sustained 
an impact such as loose connec-
tions, sheared or missing anchor 
bolts, and beams or columns that 
are twisted or out-of-plumb. When 
noted, the racking should be 
promptly repaired, or depending 
on the severity, clearly marked, 
and put out-of-service until the 
damaged components are re-
placed.

With appropriate training and 
safety products, warehouse op-
erators will minimize the risk of 
potentially serious injury and dam-
age. In addition, the warehouse 
will improve the bottom line by 
establishing a secure, efficient 
environment that protects em-
ployees, equipment, and inventory 
for many years to come.

For more information, call Steel 
King at (800) 826-0203 or visit 
them online at www.steelking.
com    •

http://www.critterguard.org
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